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CESAR PORTILLO: "The [Gay and Lesbian] Center has never been involved in geting

the gay and leshian parsan on the street excited about social change and being gay.”

PETER CASHMAN: “Tha corparatizing of the gay community is deplorable.”

THE WORST OF THE AIDS CRISIS MAY BE OVER, BUT THE GAY COMMUNITY IS DEADER THAN EVER.

Nationally and locally, things seem on the surface to be bright Agencies such as Los Angeles’ own Gay and Lesbian Cen-
ter reign like generous monarchs over flush fiefdoms, bringing services to the community’s poorest while rubbing elbows with
the rich to raise their millions, providing thousands of HIV tests, legal services, daily mental-health counseling sessions and med-
ical checkups not only to gays, but to everyone. The accomplishments of the Center, and of a legion of other similar groups, have
helped ensure that advancements in drug regimens and therapies are reaching the streel, where optimism about AIDS rvals
jubilation over the Dow Jones as a herald of a new Eisenhower era of ever-rising health and prosperty.

And complacency. At the end of the gay "90s, as AIDS
deaths reach their lowest level since the epidemic began,
some gay activists are seriously concerned about the slum-
bering apathy among the gay masses, the virtual blackout
of gay political analysis in the mainstream media, and the
direction in which powerful service providers like the
Gay and Lesbian Center have chosen to lead the com-
munity. “I think the community is in the lowest ebb in the
entire tme ["ve been here, which is 20 years,” says ACT UP
founding member Peter Cashman. "Gay and lesbian lead-
ership is an oxymoron in L.A. County.”

The concern is not just a local one. When the Hu-
man Rights Campaign, the nation’s gay political-ac-
tion committee, endorsed Alfonse D'Amato for re-
election to the U.5. Senate over the Democratic
challenger, Chuck Schumer, last year, critics in New
York decried the decision as yet another example of
the people's power being sucked away by arrogant and
wayward national institurions.

But within that national fight to resuscitate grass-
rools gay activism, Los Angeles is shaping up as an early
and bloody battleground. Over the last half-year, hostili-
ties have broken into the open, engulfing Cashman and
other local gay leaders such as Michael Weinstein, presi-
dent of the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, and Tern Ford,
a lesbian health-care activist, and institutions such as the
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newly formed OUT LOUD, whose members, in a public
letter distributed last fall, accused the Gay and Lesbhian
Center of “cowardice” and were called “misguided” in re-
turn. Some of the fierce divisiveness may be attributed 1o
personal and professional rivalry. But on a deeper level,
the war between grassroots activism and service provision
reflects an age-old philosophical disagreement in the
gay-rights movement between consumerism and radical
ism, between checkbook activism and street activism, be-
tween corporate culture and people power, between fit-
ting in (gay assimilation) and maximizing differences
(gay pride), between being “normal” and being “in your
face.” In that sense, the fight isn't just a disagreement
over the tactics of the gay movement; it's a fight for the
movement's soul.

GAY ACTIVISM WASN'T ALWAYS DXYMORONIC IN LOS
Angeles. The first effort to politically organize homosex-
uals in North America ok place here when Harry Hay
started the Mattachine Society in 1951. That unprece-
dented effort sprouted an instinute; an early gay magazine,
One Incorporated; and a homophile movement that set
the stage for the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion in New York
Ciry. In the '70s, the Gay Liberation Front ook root in Los
Angeles; two of its leaders, Morris Kight and Don Kil-
hefner, went on to co-found what was then called the Gay

Community Services Center. The first effort o organize
people on gay spiritual terms, which divorced gay self-re-
alization from worship in traditionally hosuale religions,
took place in Los Angeles, with locals such as Hay, kil-
hefner and Mitch Walker birthing the now nationwide
Radical Faerie Movement in 1979.

When the AIDS epidemic hit Southern California, it
was met with that same revolutionary zeal. Just as the
*70s fostered a liberation wherein gays hoped “the love of
comrades” would transform society and its ills, the "B0s
brought a solidarity wherein gays stood up for the sick
and dispossessed. Even as they nursed the dying, gays
had to fight. The evil of AIDS gave new license to what
veteran activist Wendell Ford describes as "the continu-
ous thousand years of genocidal anti-gay suppression
rooted in religious fundamentalism coupled o implaca-
ble heterosexism.” A few pundits and politicians, along
with millions of ordinary citizens, equated gay sex with
death and damnation, and national petitions and state
propositions pushed for AIDS quarantines. So even as
demonstrators demanded that the L.A. Times and then-
Governor George Deukmejian pay greater attention to
the need for an AIDS cure, they also had to defend them-
selves against amped-up hatred.

Local activist Weinstein was emblematic of the dual
response. In the fall of 1986, even as he was planning the
establishment of the AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF),
Weinstein organized a protest in front of Michael
Antonovich’s house protesting the L.A. County supervi-
sor's homophobic comments blaming AIDS on gays. It was
a public humiliation for Antonovich, the more so because
the media adored the spectacle, and it demonstrated the
central ethic of grassroots politics: You désdshave o have
a million dollars to thwart a county supervisor and even

to get your picture in the paper. You just have to be un-



TERI FORD: “Gay movement leaders have become instituional couch potatoes.”
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afraid 1o shout at him and get arrested during a Board of
Supcs meeting, and o have a EUl.I.FIIL‘ of duzen people at
your side ready to do the same.

The [ollowing vear, the New York-born group ACT
UP opened offices in Los Angeles. A nonviolent but "in
vour face” movement, ACT UF, or AIDS Coaliton To Un-
leash Power, staged “Die-Ins” and “Kiss-Ins,” "phone zaps”
and other ploys to call attention to sociery's neglect of
those dying with AIDS5. In those days, you'd turn on the
TV to see thousands of protesters collapsing on the busiest
rush-hour streets of New York City or Paris or 5an Fran-
cisco — even as other ACT UP organizers met with the
highest officials from the Food and Drug Administration.
In Los Angeles, the group called attenuon to poor sex cd-
ucation in high schools and to the city’s refusal 0 engage
in needle exchanges, and forced the county Board of Su-
pervisors to install a much-needed AIDS ward ar LA
County,/ USC Medical Center. Their efforws were joined by
the even more radical Queer Nation.

Both groups were killed by exhaustion, by internal
bickering, by a covert but unintentional racism that alien-
ated gay people of color and by the AIDS-related deaths
of their most charismatic members, such as Mark
Kostopolous, Connie Norman, Wayne Karr, Cory Roberts,
Larry Day and Cary Bobier. But they were also done in by
a change of climate. Even as AIDS ushered in a new po-
litical radicalism, it fostered a contradictory need for serv
ice, service provided by the solicitation of large amounts
of money. AIDS, then, helped revive a debate that had
characterized the gay movement since its ongins in the
carly "50s. Gay men, along with some lesbians, questoned
anew the split berween the “grassroots position,” dedi-
cated 1o libcrating gay people and attacking homophobia,
and the “service position,” which seeks financial resources
for gays to take care of themselves.
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DARREL CUMMINGS: worries sbout “gratuitous, mean-spirited and

intentionally divisive artacks on thosa of us who have spent our lives grganizing for justice.”

THE GAY MOVEMENT AT THE CROSSROADS

The positions had long coexisted, but uneasily. The
Marttachine Society had started off determinedly radical
and grassroots, fired by Hay's Marxist origins and his no-
tion of gays as an “ethnic minoriry.” But Hay was ousted
by a more assimilationist claque that pushed hand-hold-
ing with victims of homophaobia rather than a fighting-
back attitude. The revolutionary pulsc of gay liberation
erupted again in the "70s with GLF and the Faerie Move-
ment, but was overshadowed once more in the "80s, as
rich L.A. moguls such as Sheldon Andelson and Judge
Rand Schrader and the now-defunct Municipal Elections
Committee of Los Angeles (MECLA) a gay PAC, per-
fected what would be called "checkbook activism.” An en-
tire culture of gay white industry men -— as in “film in-
dustry” — respeciably suited and situated on the
Wesiside, found that waving big checks in the air won
them a seat at the political table. They even got a city of
their own, West Hollywood

It was this swank coterie (through a MECLA suc-
cessor organization called ANGLE) that helped elect
Bill Clinton, and that lost prestige when Clinton wook
the advice of one of ANGLE's leaders, Davnid Mixner,
and, without consulting a broader range of gay advice,
tried to force the admission of gays into the military.
And it was this same clique of affluent moguls that built
L.A.'s glamorous AIDS monarchy, exemplified by AIDS
Project Los Angeles (APLA), which opened in 1982,
soon after L.A.'s first diagnosed AIDS case, and the Gay
and Lesbian Center.

Unlike APLA, which is a dedicated "AlDS agency,” the
Gay and Lesbian Center is considered a broaderservice
“gay agency.” Like APLA, it relies on massive outside fund-
raising. The Center's changing regimes reflect the com-
munal to corporate evolution of L.A. gay activism. The
previous executive director was Torie Osborn, a woman
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who could run a board meeting one day and get arrested
the next in an ACT UP demonstration. Her successor,
Lorri Jean, recalls that when Osborn handed over the
reins, "One of the things she said to me was that there re-
ally needed to be a focus on professional managerial sys-
tems,” and Jean, who had formerly served as the highest-
ranking openly gay federal employee of the Reagan and
Bush administrations, was nothing if not professional,
Until her departure last February, she led the Center
through six years of unbridled (and, most remarkably,
scandal-free) growth. It is now the !Iarg::a.tsuch agency in
the world, with the biggest budget: $32 million. Under Os-
born, the center had offered limited HIV and AIDS serv
ices, “early intervention” programs that monitored pec-
ple's health unnl they got too sick, then referred them
elsewhere. Now, with millions raised from the California
AIDS Ride and other sources, the Center provides pri-
mary and specialty care to its HIV clients. Is HIV clinic
tests twice as many people (800} each month as the Whai-
man-Walker Clinic in D.C., the second-largest testing site
in the country.

Jean also created Lambda Medical Group, the first
ever gay and lesbian health-carc program, and the Vil-
lage, a new building housing cultural and educational
programs, and built a permanent multimillion-dollar
endowment to pay for it all. "We are,” Jean says, "very
fiscally sound.”

But at what cost?

Activist Cesar Portillo contends that the organiza-
tion's wealth is “covering up the fact that the Center has
never been involved in getting the gay and lesbian person
on the street excited about social change and being gay.”
He adds, “Activism doesn’t run in their blood.” Portillo is
the governmental-affairs director for the AIDS Healthcare

Foundation, an AIDS agency that, at 12 years old, is >
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CROSSROADS

nearly as flush as the Gay and Lesbian Cen-
ier, with an impressive empire of clinics
and huspu es providing some of the finest
care in the country to people with HIV
and AIDS. AHF never turns a person away
due 1o lack of funds. [ts budget skyrocket-
ed from $§9.7 million in 1993 1o $29 6 mil-
linn in 1996, because it understood, even
before the advent of the protease move-
ment, that medical care superseded the
importance the AIDS community had so
far put on holding people’s hands as they
wailted o die.

For all that, AHF has a far grittier po-
litical approach than other AIDS agencies
ar the Center. Its emphasis on access Lo
treatment over disease management has
kept it close to the pulse of the street and
responsive Lo the poor and people of col
or, and palitically pushy and independent.
Its outreach has included the development
of a cultural phenomenon: a hopping café,
WeHo Lounge, situated on Santa Monca
Boulevard, smack-dab in West Hollywood's
Boys' Town, that offers HIV education and
gay culiural events somewhat more sexy
than most AIDS community “workshops.”

Under founder and director Wein-
stein, AHF has inherited the disrupuve,
revolutionary mantle of ACT UP and
Queer Nation; AHF 13 the one organiza-
tion in the gay and AIDS community that
on a regular basis disregards walls and
proper decorum o raise more of a ruckus.
Its [reedom lies in its source of supportL
Because AHF depends heavily on direct
government dollars, it's less frightened 1o
make a [uss than those groups like the
Gay and Lesbian Center whose growth
and programs require an influx of mil-
lions of dollars from donors who must not
be alienated.

Like the Center, AHF has its critics:
What some call a godsend, others call a
monopoly. Weinstein is likewise called ei-
ther visionary or obnoxious, depending
on whom you talk to. The distaste of some
gay leaders for Weinstein and Portillo has
many causes — Ferd Eggan, the L.A. city
AIDS coordinator, considers Weinstein an
opportunist unable to work in a collective
way with others — but at root is a dis-
HE ALY
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agreement between in-your-face actics and
making nice. While AHF may offer a boost
Lo incipient grassroots encrgics, it remains,
like ACT UP and Queer Nation before it,
an exception to the rule. The blander of
the AIDS and gay-service providers stll
reign supreme, largely because they serve
a need — or did.

DESPITE THE ONGOING CLASH OF
styles of AHF and the Center and of other,
smaller groups, and despite the seething
tensions between money and moxie, LA
gay activism seemed to have achieved a
sort of stable, if uneasy, equilibrium in the
late 1990s. That is, until October 1998 and
the murder of Matthew Shepard.

The week of October 4, the same week
that 22-year-old gay University of Wyoming
student Matthew Shepard was picked up,
beaten and left to die ved to a fence out-
side of Laramie, Wyoming, AHF was in the
midst of a hard-hitting media crusade
against the policies of Mayor Richard
Riordan that included a demonstration
atticnded by about 60 people. Michael
Weinstein had learned that the Housing
Office for People With AIDS was sitting
on berween %513 million and $17 million in
undistributed funds, and he blamed both
the AIDS community and Riordan for not
releasing the money fast enough, while
hundreds, including some AHF clients,
died on the street. He and Porullo held an
overnight vigil in front of the mayoral
mansion in Hancock Park. Supported by
foot soldiers such as ACT UP veteran Tern
Ford, who knew how to stage a demo on
short notice, Miki Jackson (a lesbian vet-
eran activist) and Morris Kight (a co-
founder of the Center and now an AHF's
board), the cadre got the broadcast media
to break the AIDS community’s silence
about the scam.

The demonstration had been sparked
by the plight of a homeless man, Don
Hammerich, a 67-vcar-old retired Marine
with AIDS, who was near death and
couldn't find a safe place w sleep at night.
As Shepard fought for his life in a Col-
orado hespital, Hammerich fought the
same battle on an LA street."(He died on
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January 20.) The parallel was evident to

Portillo — that's what had him sleeping on
cold pavement in protest. As he would ex-
plain, more than 1,090 ant-gay hate crimes
had been reported to the police in the
country’s largest cities during the preced-
ing year. And that didn't include the toll of
more-subtle violence, the homophobia
that kept men like Hammerich leading
lives in the closet. “The people I'm advo-
cating for are not literally being strung on
a fence to die in the snow,” Portillo said
later, “but there's little difference.”

When the news came that Shepard
had died, Portillo huddled with AHF col-
leagues Weinstein and Ford. If they waited
for the rest of the gay community to do
something, would anything happen? "Gay-
movement leaders have become institu.
tional couch potatoes, protecting funding

sources as much as, if not more than, the
dispossessed,” Ford complained. She,
along with her film-industry girlfriend,
Lauren Stephens, and half a dozen oth-
ers, decided to challenge the service-over-
militancy attitude. On the spot, they
formed a grassroots group, OUT LOUD. It
had no ut%'c-r: no phone, no constituency
and no money. But it took responsibility,
together with members from AHE, for stag-
ing an action that very night. Ford and
others postered, and set up 2 sound sys-
tem, and called and e-mailed hundreds of
friends and the media to meet up in front
of WeHo Lounge.

What took place was spontaneous
combustion. Young gays who had never
artended a street acuon in their lives
showed up to cry at the tragedy and to
warn straight America that the hate >
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CROSSROADS

must stop. Bt many gay leaders were ab-
sent, most conspicuously the swall of the
Cay and Lesbian Center.

Their s'lighl_ infuriated OUT LOUIY's
organizers. Almost a month later, on No-
vember b, 1998, Tay Aston, a lesbian ac-
tivist associated with OUT LOUD and with
roois in ACT UP and AHF, wrote the Cen-
ter directors, demanding a meeting to
*voice our concerns over the leadership
philosophy” ol the Center. Aston added
that her group was “very concerned about
the lack of grassroots activism demon-
strated” by the world's largest gay and les-
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bian center. “Why was an AIDS agency the
first to respond to the brutal Matthew
Shepard murder?” she asked, and insisted
that the gay community needed “leader-
ship on the streets, where the community
can see our leaders in action.” She de-
manded to know why executive director
Lorn Jean, or for that matter any other
senior manager, wasn 't on the microphone
that night. To her mind, “Fearing the re-
action of the center’s funding sources is an
invalid reason for not speaking directly to
the members of 'LhE community served by
this organization.”
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Darrel Cummings, then depury direc-
wor of the Gay and Lesbian Center, re-
sponded on November 9 with a three-page
memao arguing that allegations “the Center
did not respond in a umely or appropriate
manner to the vicious murder of Matthew
Shepard not only illustrate lack of infor-
mation but represent a gratuitous, mean-
spirited and intentionally divisive attack
on those of us who have spent our lives
organizing for justice.” He added that the
Center had held a press conference im-
mediately after the Shepard news, and had
Partmpalrd in a candlellght coalition ef-
fort, “as we always do,” to respond on the

streets the following Wednesday in West
Hollywood. During her speech, Cummings
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added, Lorri Jean was “out and loud.”

Some were not swayed. “Lorn Jean is
a fantastic fund-raiser but not a very good
leader,” said OUT LOUD co-founder Ter-
ri Ford, who was disturbed that Jean had
run for Riordan's Charter Commission in
the spring of 1997 without disclosing her
lesbianism or identifying where she
worked. “What message does it send to
people when the executive director of the
largest gay agency in the country runs for
political office in the closct?” Jones asked,
and argued, “When you make financial re-
sources your emphasis, you lose the ani-
mating spirit that allows gays to organize
Erassroots issues, and you actually aban-
don the person on the street.”

OUT LOUD's responsc to Cummings'
memao, faxed oul on December 15,
stressed exactly that disconnect between
protest and purse strings. It blasted a re-
cent fund-raising mailer from the Center
that used Shepard's death to solicit dol-
lars. The signers of the OUT LOUD memo
— Lauren Stephens, Clint Trout, Terri
Ford, Jeri Deitrick, Karen Mall — also 1ok
issue with how the Center handled anoth-
er recent matter, a protest against the Na-
tinnal Association for Research and Ther-
apy of Homosexuality (NARTH), a
quasi-scientific, anti-gay organizauon that
on October 24 convened a conference at
the Biltmore Hotel in downtown LA, The
gay community knew very little about the
homophobic convention and did not mo-
bilize against it, a complacency OUT
LOUD laid at the Center's doorsiep. "And
then there's the cowardliness of the Cen-
ter regarding the NARTH protest,” OUT
LOUD’s fax read. “Shame on you for that
lack of action.”

Cummings labeled OUT LOUD’s
complaint about NARTH “misguided,”
and noted that the Center had success-
fully routed NARTH from its intended
lodgings. “Immediately upon learming
that this conference was being held at the
Beverly Hills Hilton,” he said, the Center
had “"engaged with others to end the ho-
tel's relationship with the conference.”
The Hilton did back out, and the confer-
ence was held at the Biltmore. For Ford,
that effort wasn't enough, “a Center con
tingent was not there [at the Biltmore .
That was very clear.”

Cummings ended his lewer agreeing
with OUT LOUD that “press conferences
alone do not eliminate homophobia or
win civil rights,” but he also questioned
the efficacy of “public actions only held in
the most gay- and lesbian-friendly munici
pality in the country.” He implied that the
joint effort was preferable to those groups
who act on their own, ad:iing that “change.
happens best when acting in coaliton with
our community partners, rather than dic.
tating and grandstanding as some large
organizations are capable of doing.”

OUT LOUD claimed that many otheg
groups had come to its demonstration,
"We worked totally in coalition with oth;
ers,” Ford said.

The protests over Matthew Shepard
have died down, but the political crisis they
opened up keeps escalating, with gays and
lesbians in Los Angeles questioning just
how gay-friendly corporate-friendly ac-
tivism can ever be. The most stnking ex-
ample again implicates the GCay and Les
bian Center, which last year took $34,000
in corporate donations from Coors beer,
the same brewing company whose found-
ing family and affiliated foundation have
extensive ties to right-wing and anti-gay
groups. Since 1977, the gay reaction to
Coors has been a successful national boy-
cott. It's a boycott the Coors Brewing Co.
and the Coors family have worked to over-
turn, through what Don Kilhefner calls a
“slick, heavily funded and deceitful public-
relations eampaign to seduce the gay and
leshian community into believing Coors
funding of virulently homophobic activi



lies is 2 thing of the past.” Kilhelner criu-
cizes the Center for accepting tainted
money, angering former deputy director
Cummings, who notes, “We are no longer
engaged with Coors.”

“I don't think the Coors boycott sull
has such a strong life,” Cummings says,
and draws a distinction between the Coors
corporation and the Prwal_c foundation
that funds the right wing, saying, “It's not
a seamless relationship.”

“To fail 1o see the connection between
one arm of the organization and another
would be naive if it weren't so greedy,” Kil-
helner counters. Kilhefner’s anger ar the
Center is exacerbated by the fact that 25
years ago he helped found it. Sull, itisn't
the only target of his ire. The Gay and Les
bian Alliance Against Defamation’s receipt
of $100.000 last October from Coors also
demonstrates, he says, “these groups
cheapening themselves, turning their
backs on gay and leshian liberavon.” Kil-
hefner accuses GLAAD and the Center of
being "bought by the highest corporate
bidders without regard for the moral and
political consequences of their acts or ac-
countability” 1o the communiy.

Peter Cashman, an early founder of
ACT UP/L.A., also sees a connection be-
tween the reliance of gay service organi-
zations on donor funds and the reliance
of gay politics on ouwtside authority. “The
rnrpnratlnnp; of the gay community is
deplorable,” he says, and aunbutes the
problem in part o the "Clinton-as-savior
syndrome” that pervaded the gay commu-
nity, especially during Clinton's first term,
when “People just sat back and thought
our prohlems were over. We were naively
misled by organizations like the Human
Rights Campaign Fund and the Center,
that Clinton had the power 1o do what he
said. Of course, we have nothing for iL
When Clinton leaves power, the average
gay and leshhan person is no better off."

Cashman auributes much of gay dis-
engagement during this crisis 1o the de-
bacles of the gays-in-the-military and mat-
rimony controversies, backed with great
gusto by the national gay-movement ma-
chine but offering no single victory. The
gay, lesbian and bisexual vote is declining
rapidly, down to 4 percent ol total voters
in last year's election according to Vouer
News Service, Such figures make Cashman
and others wonder at the state of gay
mobilization. What ever happened to the
fundamental task of organizing pcople
locally, he asks, that was once done so
well by groups like the Sionewall Demo-
cratic Club?

Cashman sees a role for both of the
jurvival strategies adopted by the gay
community: corporatization on one hand,
rrassroots activisin on the other. They
1eed not be seen as opposites, he says, but
-ather as complementary and fundamen-
al parts of any mature political movement
iuring the 21st century. But on the verge
of that century, it is clear that the balance
s tipping in gay activism. AIDS is no longer
he filter through which gay life is regard-
d, simply because AIDS is no longer one
f the 10 leading causes of death, drop-
:in% from eighth place in 1996 to 15th in
997. And as the present danger recedes,
he more fundamental issues of gay life
eg 1o be addressed.

[t is those more fundamental issues
hat, in the end, drive the debate about
wilitical apathy and corporate co-option.
Inderlying the Coors controversy and
ither recent contretemps, such as GLAAD
pokesperson Chastity Bona's highly pub-
cized statement that the TV show Ellen
ras “too gay,” are matters of self-respect.
he question has been asked: When gay
:aders and organizations settle for pay-

ffs instead of a transformational vision, is
systemic blindness to gay power and po-
-ntial keeping them from taking care of
eir communilies In Somc MOre pro-

{oundly healing and revolutionary way?
Don Kilhefner has expressed his irritation
with the Gay and Lesbian Center's failure
o examine what he sees as an internal-
ized humu]:rhnhia, a symptom of which is
4 "desperate kind of drive to be accepiled
by people like Mayor Riordan or Clinton
or anyone in a position of authority” at
the expense of building a grassroots ethic
and £lan.

IT IS ON THIS LEVEL THAT THE MATTHEW
Shepard tragedy takes on resonance: If
his mistake in sccking intimacy with his
enemies and getting into the truck with
his attackers can be seen as a sort of fatal
naiveté, what can be said of the effors of
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gay activists to solicit mainstream accept-
ance, even to collude with hostile corpo-
rations? The issues that activists are ar-
guing on the street reflect the decpest
psychological concerns of gay men and
women wishing to understand the mean-
ing and potential of their identity and
find a path to wholeness and true leader-
ship. Wendell Jones contends that gay
activism necds to also be what he calls a
“psychology for the people. We are one of
the only minorities raised by people who
are not us and who teach us to hate our-
selves,” Jones said, “and that deeply em-
bedded self-hatred holds us back from a
liberationist vision unless we deal with it
ongoingly.” Without that continuing la-
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bor and vigilance, Kilhefner agrees, “gays
will fail at realizing our true potenual and
contribution to sociery.” The potential is
[ormidable. Jones quotes Edward Car-
penter, a 19th-century socialist who be-
lieved that the sufferings of gays were
“destined in their turn to lead to another
wide-reaching social organization and for-
ward movement in the direction of art
and human compassion,” The batte that
is brewing in Los Angeles over gay ac-
tivism will ultimately demonstrate
whether gay liberation, long in hiberna-
rion and without the crutch of a crisis or
the seduction of cold, hard cash, can
mean something revitalizing not just to
gays but to society as a whole. [
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